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When you ſhall theſe unlucky deeds relate, 
Speak of me as I am — nothing extenuate — 
Nor ſet down aught in malice. 
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HIS pamphlet is entered at 
Stationers Hall ---- whoever 
prints it will be proſecuted. 
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COMPARATIVE VIEW, Se. 


Remember, at different times, to have 


2 ſeen partial diſcuſſions, of almoſt eve- 


ry circumſtance, throughout the conduct 


of Mr. Wilkes --- the celebrated cyuaM- 
PION of LIBERTY and VICTIM of miniſte- 


rial perſecution --- Or, according to ſome, 
the infolent LIBELLER of his RING ---- 


and Diſturber of, national trancuility. 


Theſe Diſſertations have as fre: uently 
been accompanied with others, ſupport- 
ing the propriety of conduct in the mca- 
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ſures taken againſt him — or arraigning 
thoſe meafurcs, as arbit: rary and opprel- 
{:ve., 


But I know. not that 2 any one has of- 


fered ſuch a collective view of the tranſ- 
actions on both ſides, as may afford us 


an opportunity of ſorming a ſettled and 
uniform opinion of the merits of this Per- 
ſon, or convince us of the juſtneſs or im- 


propricty of ſo rigorous a proſecution, 
purſued at the expence of the peace and 
quiet of the community (I was almoſt 
tempted to ſay, the ſafety of the conſti- 
tution) together with the blood and lives 
of ſeveral individuals. 


It is in my deſire, therefore, to preſent 
ſuch a general proſpect, as may anſwer 
theſe purpoſes ; and this fha)l be attempt- 
ed --- not from tranſcribing the produc- 
tions of profeſſed partia aus of either ſide 
=== but 


= 
2 
53 


aa 
9h 
8 
PAR 
2 
Þ* 
$ 
. 
2 
K 
820 
7 
r 0% 


(+37 


—— but gms ſuch an 3 ial arrange- 


| ite, 


It was during the courſe of the year 


FH: <«ty-two, that the name of Mr. Wilkes 


firſt engaged the public attention, he be- 
ing the ſuppoſed author, or at leaſt afliit- 


ant-compoſer, of that well know! perio- 


dical paper, the NORTH BRITON -a work 


profeiledly carried on for the detection 


and correction of miniſterial abuſes, and 
which, being the inſtrument employed 


in cleanſing the AUGEAN STABLE of po- 


litics, could not but diſturb and incenſe 


ruſh, with united force, upon their ſup- 
poſed Antagoniſt, whil{t the whole band 


the DROVES of vermin that had fo long 
and ſecurely neſtled and fat'ned amonglt | 


the filth --- Theſe at length, unable 
longer to bear up againſt the diſturbauce, 


of Oſtlers and Runners fail not to purſus 
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him, at the ſame time, with every fpe- 
cies of lawleſs weapons, under pretence 


that he deſigned to inſult and mal-treat 


their LORD and MASTER. 


This account, though allegorical, will 
be found pretty cloſe to the truth. 

The ſevereſt enemies of Mr. Wilkes, 
granting them that he was the author of--- 
any one, or all of thoſe papers (which 
was yet never proved) can draw from 


thence no concluſion eſſentially different 


from the above --- For tho? the author of 


them (whoever he was) has ſhewn no 
mercy to either Principals or Abettors of 


unconititutional meaſures --- has laid open 
every deed of darkneſs he could obtain x 
knowledge of --- detected and expoſed eve- 
ry enemy of his country, by what names 
or titles dignified or diſtinguiſhed, flay- 


ing them from Dan even to Beerſheha - -- 


yet 


+ 
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yet has he evinced, thro' the whole oi 


the work, that nothing was more firmly 


in his intention, than to avoid every im- 4 
putation, unmerited as it muſt have been, 1 
upon the amiable character of his Sove- 1 


reign : --- Nay, they who mean to fee 
only THINGS VISIBLE, confeſs, that no 
production at, or {nce that time, has 
contained more impartial and genuine pa- 
negyric, or more dutiſul profeſſions of al- 
legiance to the beſt of Kings. 


Sorry I am, being of this opinion alſo, 
that I cannot point out any other ſource | 1 
of his ſucceeding ſufferings and perſecu- — 
tions, than what aroſe from the pro- 
bability, that he compoſed theſe cele- 


brated pages --- Upon theſe only grounds 4 
are founded a long ſucceſſion of inflictions .. 


of difterent kinds, which, if they are not 
more than adequate to the degree of his 
offences, I fear we muſt be put upon de- 


viſing 
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viſing new moves of puniſhment ſor 


crimes of a darxer hue, unleſs we would 


rather diſtribute partial Juſtice, 


Candour, or at leaſt the want of à bet- 
ter acquaintance v/ith the mo ovements of 
the STATE MACHINE, cblices r me to impute 

to the ſame cauſe, that unconſtitut jon) 
exertion of miniſterial power, by which 
is PERSON, pri ivileged and protected in 
as ſacred a manner as thoſe of his adverſu- 
ries, was feized by virtue of a GENERAL 
WARRANT, particularizing neither facts 
nor perſons --- his nous plundered --- 
the private receſſes of his papers ranſacked 
for materials of deteCtion --- and, to 
compleat the ſcene, himſelf conveyed a 
cloſe priſoner to the Tower --- whence 
he was not releaſed, but by a verdict of 
the court of Common Pleas, declaring 
the whole proceedings illegal and anti- 
Conſt: 'tutional, 


„ 


conſtitutional, to the eternal honour of 


the truly patriotic PRESIDENT. 


An unexpected end, being, by theſe 
means, put to the defſigns of his Oppo- 
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nents, new ſtratagems are employed 


and every private engine ſet at work to 
find out freſh matter againſt him, of what 
kind ſoever it might be, as 1 by 


the ſequel. 


For, after a vain and fruitleſs ſearch 


for cauſes of complaint --- theſe (now on 


a ſudden) heavenly minded zealots, hav- 


ing given him of their temporal things, 
are about to partake with him in his ſpi- 
ritual ones --- A religious and conſcien- 


tious charge is trumped up, and fixed 


upon --- and in ſupport of it --- a ſmut- 


ty POEM, which for ſeven, and ſeven long 


years, had ſlept in his eſcrutore, is 


brought forth to confront him --- He is 


charged 
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poſed, would have argued, rather from 
1 8 1 the 


6-8-4 


charged with being the Father of this 


 CRACELESS BABE --- which, yet, with 
better reaſon, 13 generally believed more 


nearly related --- even to a LORD PRIMATE. 


of England than to Mr, Wilkes. This 


1}-complexioned child he is ſaid to have 


uſhered into the world, to the offence of 


all good and pious men, women, and 


children. Nay, there were not found 


. wanting twelve good men and true, who, 


particularly, from an unfortunate caſt they 


obſerved in its eyes, made bold to pro- 


nounce it of his breeding and education 


"== And fairly to ſaddle him with every 
conſequence attending fuch a ſpecies of 
baſtardy --- Indeed, it is generally con- 


feſſed, that the MONSTER had this in com- 
mon, with many other features of diſtor- 


tion, not exiſting in its reputed father --- 
In this caſe, nevertheleſs, it were to be 
hoped, that an INQUEST, charitably diſ- 
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the general diſſimilitude, than the parti- 
cular and accidental reſemblance. 


It is preſumed, the reader well enough 
conceives that it is meant, he ſhould un- 
derſtand, that in conſequence of a trial, 
Mr. Wilkes was found guilty of publiſh-_ 
ing, if not writing, a certain INEFFABLY, 
IMPURE and OBSCENE poem, as the Rev. 
Dr. Kidgel moft feelingly intitled it — 
which poem, nevertheleſs, was not pub- 
liſhed after all by him, or his conſent — 
as partiality itſelf muſt be brought to con- 
feſs with him — if a preciſe meaning can 
be affixed to any word in our language — 
and further — that it never would have 
been publiſhed, had not his opponents 
taken that taſk to themſelves. 


We are now arrived at a period, which 
having ſeen him under the cognizance ol 
the Law, leaves him open to its refent- 
8 ment 
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ment. — But THis, however, was not, 
for certain reaſons, to take place at pre- 
ſent : --- The delinquent was not ripe for 
execution ; at leaſt, he was conceived out 
of the reach of its WHIP and LONG 
CLAWS, --- His name was ſtill to be found 
written in the book of the patr. conſcript. 
and until it were thoroughly thence ob- 
literated, he would be found an impro- 
per object to fill a certain POST of eleva- 
tion --- it is neceſſary that he be debaſed, 
ere he become thus exalted --- as ſome 
men riſe to fall,--- others, vice verſa, mult 
fall to riſe. ----- And now ye miniſtring 
ſpirits of all powerful MINISTERS, be not 
wanting „to afliſt them aid them in 
dreams by night, and in viſions by day, 
to humble mim, who fo ſorely hath hum- 
bled them --- Shew to them upon their 
pillows, this never-ceaſing goad of their 


ſide, now trampled under their feet --- 


Paint him out ſtripped of his honours and 


his 


5 
his purple robe --- licking the very duſt 
of ſhame and ſorrow --- debaſed beneath 
the loweſt of the people --- no --- exalted 
ten feet above the talleſt of them. 


And that ye may effectually compaſs 
this for your maſters --- take a trip ſome- 


times into other chambers than theirs --- 
attend the ſlumbers of the proud PATRI- 
CIAN --- of the ambitious, amongſt the 
ELECT of the PLEBEIANS ---- Impreſs on 


their MENTAL, VISUAL NERVE, the images 


of broad filken {trings of blue and red, 
_ wherewith to gird them --- Shew them 
FORMS, as of ſtars, wrought about of 
divers colours --- of diyers calours of 
needlework. ; 


The charm was potent -- it has taken 


already — See how they BOW before the 


golden image which Nebuchadnezzar the 


* had ſet up- Follow them hence--- 
„„ 442 attend 
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attend the councils of this venal herd 
See, they eject from amongſt them the 
MAN, who had upheld the pillars of the 
community --- who deſpiſed the menaces 
of the mighty --- and having ſuffered in 
his own perſon, had provided againſt the 
like ſufferings of others in future ages --- 
He who maintained the cauſe of liberty 
--- the cauſe of all --- is driven from his 
ſtrong hold, into the mercileſs clutches of 


thoſe who would eat him up ----- Here, 
ye glorious FEW, who were not conſent- 
ing to this deed of infamy --- let me 


apoſtrophize you —— Be your names tranſ- 
mitted down on plates of braſs, and in 
letters of gold, to lateſt poſterity ! ----- 
May they adorn the walls and portals of 
that HOUSE, in which ye fo nobly ſup- 


ported the cauſe of independance. 


And now, men of Ayleſbury, ſend him 


back again alas! we were not ſolli- 
cited 
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cited - Was there no one to put it in 
your heads ?--- Alas alas! the excref- 
cence on our ſhoulders was nut come to a 
HEAD ---- and thus the inattention of 
friends, working in concert with the ma- 
chinations of profeſſed enemies, com- 
pleats the projected plan. 


We fee him, at this crifis, the naked 
butt of tyranny, inviting the darts and 
arrows of cowardly infolence ; which are 
ever found dipped in deadly poiſon, for 
the purpoſes of effectual execution, 


Now, from each lurking corner, the 
GALLED KIBE is lifted up to aſſail him 
while the ſtrong hand of JUSTICE, ſleep- 


ing till now, is ſeen in concert to ſhake 
its whip of wires --- And doſt thou, ſem- 
blance of divine eſſence, meanly join the _ 
coward band? --- Then, friend of 11- 
BERTY, get thee hence --- thy ſafety lies 
in 


33 


in flight --- Leave an ungrateful land, un- 
worthy thy anxious thought--- and ſee--- 
acroſs yon Channel --- the land ct flaves 
— in admiration of virtues ſhe dares not 
practice --- with open arms ready to re- 
ceive thee. | 


Lawleſs neceffity recommends the ſtep 
--- he haſtens to the hoſpitable more --- 
expecting the favourable moment, when 
time or chance {hall carve him out a Way 
to the ſummit of honour and fortune. In 
this ſituation we find him ever and anon 
attempting to regain the port whence the 
ſtorm had driven him and as conſtantly 
repuls'd, ſo ſoon as he ſets foot upon the 
Land of Promiſe--- whither (as was given 


out) his old friends, ſome of them again 
in power, had invited him, or allured by 
the proſpect of a veil of oblivion to be 
caſt over h's real or ſuppoſed offences --- 
But diſappointed ſtill, he as often returns 

in 
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to his old reſidence, in the land of pEspo- 


—TIS$M=--- unht nuriery for the ſceds of li- 


berty arid independence. 


Still this was not ever to be the caſe--- 


he arrives at length in good earneſt ; and 
by a reſolution, which mult excite ſur- 
priſe and admiration, we ſee him at the 
diſtolution of the laſt parliament --- tho” 
in a {tate of outlawry --- unhouzelled --- 
unanknelled --- ſtand forth a candidate to 


-& E ; 
repreſent the metropolis of England --- 


but unſucceſsful in his aim. 


From what circumſtances this happened 


J cannot take upon me to determine --- 
Some folks, and perhaps not altogether 
raſhly, are bold to impute his miſcarriage 
to other cauſes than a defection in the 


HEARTS of his electors --- aſtertino that 
a pre- engagement alone deprived him of 
the ſervices of many - whilſt an abſo- 


Jute - 
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jute ſtate of dependance and ſervility with- 
held a greater number from gratifying me: 
delires of their hearts. 


Indeed this ſuppoſition ſeems in ſome 
meaſure confirmed by the acknowledged 
majority in his favour on the day of elec- 
tion - the body of voters at that time 
appearing collectively --- But when each 
hand was to be held up and ſeen apart --- 
then it was that theſe motives were ſeen to 
operate, or (according to ſome) to out- 
weigh the inclinations of thoſe Who held 
them p. 


It may not, perhaps, be too forced a 
ſuppoſition, to believe that Mr. Wilkes 
himſelf conſidered this matter in no other 
light; when, finding himſelf unſucceſs- 


ful, he made an immediate tender of the 


ſame ſervices to the county of Middleſex 
75 W Small 
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--- Small and inconſiderable when taken 


excluſtvely from the metropolis. 


Whether this was, or was not the caſe, 


the event of the other juitihed the pro- 
priety of the argument --- we find him, 
on the day of election, returned by a con- 


ſiderable majority of Freeholders. 


But no ſooner did this piece of good 


fortune befal | him, in recompence of his 


ſufferings --- to ſay nothing of his merits 


--- than a detached party from the old 


quarter is inſtantly under arms, and in 


motion to attack him. 


Whilſt he continued defenceleſs ---- 
and like the poor worm, without other 
power than to turn harmleſs againſt the 
foot that cruſhes it —- he is left! in peace 
and quietneſs, 
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But no ſooner does he beſtir himſelf— . 
no ſooner does this political HYDRA rein- 
force itſelf--- than the Herculean club is 


levelled at it. 


We ſaw Mr. Wilkes in public --- in 


the FORUM --- we even ſaw him undil- 
turbed in his endeavours to re-eſtabliſh 


himſelf in his former legiſlative ſeat --- 


It may be, this was permitted from a ſe- 
cure confidence in his weakneſs, and the 
ſuppoſed impracticability of his attaining 
it --- Perhaps it might be done, not with- 


out a ſettled deſign of caſting him from 


the ſummit --- ſhould he gain it with 
greater precipitation, and more exemplary 
deſtruction. 5 e 


All this we ſaw --- and were left to 
comment upon it as I have done --- or in 


- what other manner we thought proper. 


Bur 


1 


But at length comes an event which 


expeils the miſt from our eyes. 


The ſame perſon, who but a few days 
before was lett--- in common with !:.+ 
tellow-creatures --- to the mercies of the 
| winds and weather --- is not become too 
conſequential to be truſted abroad. 


This reſolution (how long determined 
on is not to the purpoſe) was firſt put in 


execution on a DAY that our HERO had 
ſolemnly PLIGHTED HIS HONOUR to the 
public, for his attendance upon the ſu- 
preme court of juſtice, awaiting whatever 


penal inflictions he had incurred from the 


nature of his ſuppoſed offence. 


But it ſeems he was more ready to 
make les amendes honorable; than his judges 
to attend the ceremony. 


D 2 That 
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1 
That court had determined upon a dif- 
fcrent proceſs --- aiming rather like Fa- 
bius of Rome --- CUNCTANDO rem Pub- 
licam reſtituere. 


Perhaps a parity of circumſtances had 
determined them to adopt, for once, a PRE- 


CEDENT from the Roman Forum --- But 


here an obſervation intrudes itfelf upon 


me which I cannot leave behind --- tho” 
] ſhall evidently be talking to wiſer folks 


* 


than mylelt----- it is, that I have ever 
conſidered the conduct of Fabius rather 
as an exception, oppoled to a general rule 


_-=- than as an imitable precept. 


In conſequence, however, of this 
protractive plan, we are never a whit 
nearcr becoming acquainted with the fate 
of our HERO, ES 


Notwithſtanding, his immediate pur- 


poſe was to expiate his offence by ſubmit- 


tine 
*. 
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ting to the ſentence of the law --- he is 
denied his req uett --- and ſuffered for the 
P? 5SENT to depart in peace---But---(fuc- 
ets ro the glorious UNCERTAINTY of the 
Law. )--- apprehended the very ſame even- 
ing, in order to be- impriſoned, till it 
hall be thought reaſonable to indulge him 
in his PETITION. 1 

I ſhall not venture upon a ſingle obſer- 
vation further --- nay, I ſhall ftudiouſly 
avoid a diſplay of my PROPHETIC talents 
| === left the event ſhould give the lie to my 


predictions --- and : my inanity thould be | 


ridiculed --- and the courteous reader will 


be pleaſed to bear me witneſs- that 1 


drop my tale and my HERO together --- 


at the inſtant --- nay, before the priſon 
door is opened to receive him --- and what 
may ſeem unkind to perſons of ſenſibility 
--- now that it has cloſed upon him (as 
the way of the world is in like circum- 

| ſtances, 
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ſtances, tho' once my neighbour and my 


friend) I ſhall e'en leave him to peep ihro' 
his GRATE by himſel{---perhaps not from 


the ſame motives --- and that I may in- 
dulge thy curioſity, and not give thee a 
worle opinion of me at parting, than thou 


haſt already conceived, gentle reader, I 


will tell thee why this comes to paſs --- 
that J may avoid being numbered with an | 
unth:nking multitude, who know not 
wherefore they are aſſembled --- or what | 
they are about to do- that 1 may not be 


Tank'd wich thoſe of little knowledge --- 
or haply be found amongſt the diſobedient 


and rebellious children. 


The 


The O Ser 


May perchance afford the reader a 
ſmall matter of ſurprize, tho' it be cal- 


| culated but to remind him of a circum- 


ſtance, to be obſerved in his journey 


through theſe pages --- which, however, 
it is more than probable, has entirely eſ- 


caped him --- Pardon me, kind reader, 


that I have ſung thee a ſong without its 
burthen --- and been telling thee a ſtory 
without head or tail --- Doſt thou not 

perceive, that in exhibiting a detail of the 


conduct and ſufferings of John Wilkes, 
Eſq; --- I have purpoſedly avoided point- 


ing out any firſt or immediate CAUSE --- 


That I have not taken a fingle Scottiſh 


man by the noſe --- or arraigned lord 


Bute as | the author of them --- it may be 
he was --- and it may be, after all, he 


Was 
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Was not --- at leait, as either of theſe 
poſitions contains more than I can aflert 
from knowledge --- I ſhall leave it to 
each of my readers to fix the {imum ins- 
bile, or cauſa ſine qua non, exactly at what 
point he pleaſes --- firmly believing he 
will be better ſatisſied with a concluſion 
of his own, than any I ſhall draw fer 
him. 


Tf he ſhould complain, that by this 


conduct I ſhall not have done what is ex- 
PRIN 00-8 Wie 1 beg leave to re- 


ply, that nothing further ſhould be re- 


quired of any one, than it is given him to 
know and that 1 have, before this 


time, purchaſed as imperfect a produc- 
tion as he has now peruſed, at the ſame 
price of ONE SHILLING. 


'POST- 


POST-POSTSCRIPT:. 


BE it known to the reader --- that till 
after theſe papers had found their way to 
the preſs --- it was intended the con- 
cluding word of the laſt period ſhoul 
divide the thread of our CORRESPONDENCE 


tor the preſent. 


But recollecting that this word might 
infortunately recall to his memory - the 
only circumſtance 1 would wiſh him to i 
forget --= v1 /2licet — the price at which 
he purchaſed the acquaintance---] thought 
it more politic, even to riſque a QUAR- 
REL with him - and in that caſe --- to 
conclude my e by ſerving him 
with a CHALLENGE --- and a challenge 
has, before now, been introduced with 
ſucceſs at the cataſtrophe of other con- 
| E | nections 
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nections — when nothing farcher wi 
meant to enſue --- and I know, more 
over, that it is no new ſtep to inſult one 
friends when our private END is an- 
ſwered. N 


Therefore if any of you, sins, ſhoule 
preſume to gainſay any poſition or nega- 
tion — or ſubvert any ſyllogiſm or hy- 
potheſis contained in theſe pages —— I 
pronounce him a falſe TRAITOR --- to 
common ACCEPTATION --- general cox 
SENT --- and univerſal BELIEF ---- anc 
do challenge him in the name of my 
HERO --- in my own title-page nam: 
(for ſhould he know my family-one, ti 
odds but one or other of us decline tl. 
engagement) or in the name of any rea 
ſonable man --- To MAIN T ANN the SAM! 
----- at fair and lawful argumentative 
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exceploq--at What time and place he ſhall 
think proper: | 


As to ſuch of my readers, whoſe opi- 
nions - coincide with the ſenſe of - theſe 
ſheets --- I deſire to take leave - in the 


ſtile of majeſty --=- HEAR TILY: BIDDIN 
THEM FARE W ELL, 
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